TOP OF THE NEWS, January, 1945 


From the A. L. A. Division of Libraries for Children and Y oung People 
VOLUME I—NUMBER 10 


Division News 


The meeting of the Board of Directors of the A. L. A. Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People was held at the Drake Hotel in 
Chicago on October 12 with the following persons present: Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, President; Elizabeth D. Briggs, Vice-President; Isabel 
McLaughlin, Jean C. Roos, Mrs. Katherine Watson, C. Irene Hayner, and 
Frances Grim, members; Siri Andrews, Amanda E. Browning, Helen 
McSweeney, and Mae Graham, A. L. A. councilors; and Virginia McJenkin, 
Jasmine Britton, and Mildred Batchelder, the latter acting as secretary of 
the meeting. Since there was not a quorum, action was taken in the form 
of recommendations. 


The treasurer’s report for the year ending August 31, 1944 (14 
months) follows: 


Income 1943-44 


Cash balance July 1, 1943 

Allotment from A. L. A 

Additional membership 25c* 

“Top of the News” 

Loan 

Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen Recording Project 
Stopped payment on check to Beatrice Warde 


NI Wii Es Bink Ti cna pmnssceessshrrtecseenns entortenemerteencaal $ 538.08 
SI I Tic. Tia i esa ache sereete ieee enceeennmnmpamenenaeah 454.35 


Total Allotments 


Total available to Division 


Disbursements 


“Top of the News” 

Directory of members 
Conference (Reissue of check to B. Warde) 
Officers’ Expenses—President 

Officers’ Expenses—Treasurer 
Representative to outside organizations 
Committees’ Expenses 

Stationery and Supplies 


$1,423.36 
+Balance 1,306.86 
$2,730.22 


*Included in allotments to sections. _ 
tPlus any balances in hands of section treasurers. 
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Following the treasurer’s report, which was recommended for ap. 
proval, Mae Graham read the report of the Editorial Committee, which 
was also recommended for acceptance. 

When Elizabeth Briggs, chairman of the Constitution Committee, re. 
ported that the revisions recommended by the committee last year had 
been accepted by a mail vote of the Division, the President was asked to 
investigate inexpensive methods of reproducing the revised constitution, 
with preference to having it printed in the A. L. A. Bulletin.* 

Mrs. Douglas, chairman of the Planning for Libraries Committee 
(formerly the Postwar Planning Committee) reported that School Libraries 
for Today and Tomorrow, A Statement of Standards would be brought to 
A. L. A. Council for approval the following day. (It received A. L. A. 
Council approval in principle October 13, 1944.) Its publication has been 
partially subsidized by the allocation of $100 from the Division, $200 from 
the American Association of School Librarians (formerly the School 
Libraries Section) ; and $300 from A. L. A. 

The board then discussed the need for a planning statement for chil- 
dren’s and young people’s library service in public libraries and approved 
the president’s request that the Public Library Section undertake this task 
as soon as possible. The need for a statement of standards of children’s 
and young people’s library service in and out of school for use with state 
and national library extension groups and with county and regional 
libraries working on planning projects was also presented. 

When the report of the Radio Broadcasting and Recording Committee 
(See October 1944 Top of News for summary) was read, the board recom- 
mended that the following action be taken: (1) return to senders the money 
which was sent with orders for Library of Congress Thorne-Thomsen 
recordings; (2) send with checks and also to those who gave tentative 
orders and to donors of special funds for the recordings project an explana- 
tion of the failure of the first plan and give information about R. C. A. 
small records announced. The thirteen transcriptions of book programs 
made by the American Association of Junior Leagues, Inc., with the 
advisory assistance of the committee were described. 

Upon the president’s report that no appointments had been made to 
the Professional Training and Recruiting Committee but that the American: 
Association of School Librarians, the Children’s Library Association, and 
the Young People’s Reading Round Table have committees working on 
training and recruiting problems, it was agreed that the function of the 
Division committee was one of clearing rather than initiating action, and 
the Division president was requested to appoint a liaison person to keep in 
touch with these groups. 

It was recommended that the name of the Book Evaluation Committee 
be changed to the Committee on Evaluation of Book Selection Aids as a 
more accurate description of the purpose of the committee. The president 
reported that in response to a letter to the H. W. Wilson Company, author- 
ized last fall by the Division board, objecting to the designation of some 
titles in the Standard Catalog for High School Libraries as “not recom- 
mended by C.H.S.C.”’, this statement will not be used in the supplements. 

After discussing the make-up of the Division Membership Committee, §* 
the board recommended that it include the Division treasurer, chairmen of 


*A. L. B. Bulletin, December 1, 1944, pages 495-500, includes Division and Section 
Constitutions. 
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group and section membership committees, and section and group treas- 

urers. The president reported that the mimeographed list of Division 

members authorized last fall had been prepared and that it will be kept 
up to date by mimeographed supplements. Copies may be ordered from 
the Division treasurer for fifty cents each. 

It was pointed out that new Division members frequently miss several 
issues of Top of the News because of the delay in sending the names of 
new members from A. L. A. headquarters to the Division treasurer. The 
board went on record as being willing to pay for additional clerical help 
at A. L. A. if this would make it possible for the Division to receive names 
more promptly, and the president was authorized to explore ways of cor- 
recting the existing situation. It was announced that ballots for the elec- 
tions will be included with the March issue of Top of the News. The final 
issue of Top of the News will be published in May. 

Miss Batchelder reported that the Magazine Committee, of which Helen 
0’Conor, of Los Angeles, is chairman, has embarked on an active program, 
has located authors, received promises of articles, and has also received 
indications of interest in specific material from several magazines. 

Miss Grim, chairman of the News Committee, reported that her com- 
mittee had assembled lists, programs, articles, and other materials which 
would help libraries in putting on programs of various types, with the 
thought that this would be placed in a scrapbook and made available to 
members or others. It was recommended that the secretary be asked to 
take responsibility for Division archival material and with the president 
explore some plan for selection and deposit of this material. 

From the International Relations Committee, the president reported a 
mail vote taken last year on endorsement of a Children’s Library Associa- 
tion plan for sending a children’s librarian to Europe as soon as possible 
after the war to represent American children’s librarians in making books 
available through gifts from this country accessible in war-devastated 
areas. The board vote indicated interest in this project, but in the absence 
of information about the costs of the project no further action was taken. 

It was recommended that the War Projects Committee, from which 
there was no report, should be discontinued and that the Elections Com- 
mittee be made up of the Division secretary and the chairmen of the 
nominating committees of the groups plus two librarians in the area where 
the secretary is located. 

A list of the Division committees with a revised statement of the 
function of each, the policies proposed for appointment of division com- 
mittees, and their membership, in so far as information was available 
October 1, 1944, which was presented to the board, is given below: 

. Membership of Division standing committees be composed of equal representation 
from the two sections plus a chairman who shall alternate between the sections. 
Committees should probably not exceed seven members. 

Membership of Division special committees be in terms of the particular project 
being undertaken, but including representation from the two sections. 

. Total appointments include wide geographic representation. 

Sections be requested to make recommendations for Division appointments when like 
committees for sections and Division exist. 
Division treasurer always serve on Membership Committee. 


Division secretary always serve on Elections Committee. 
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. “Members of standing committees . . . which require some continuity of attention 
and membership shall be appointed for overlapping terms not to exceed three years 
with possibility of reappointment for only one more term immediately succeeding.” 
By-laws Article VI, Section 1. 


Committees 
Constitution—Elizabeth Briggs (PC), Ohio. 


To formulate changes in the constitution as needs arise. 


*Division News—Frances Grim (PY), Ohio, Chairman, 1945; Mrs. Ila 
Higbie (PC), Minnesota, 1945. 


To prepare conference publicity—both pre and post—and to arrange a scrapbook 
of publicity about official Division activities. 


*Editorial—Louise LeFevre (PY), N. Y., Chairman, 1945. Virginia 
Chase (PC), N. Y., 1946; Margaret Green (S), Minnesota, 1945; 
Elizabeth Groves (PC), California, 1946; Isabel McLaughlin (PC), 
Minnesota, 1945; Edith Titcomb (S), California, 1946. 

To serve in an advisory capacity to the A. L. A. Editorial Committee especially on 
projected publications and submitted manuscripts which fall within the fields of school 
library work and public library work with children or young people. 


Elections—Marguerite Kirk (S), N. J., 1947. 
To arrange the preparation and distribution of ballots for Division elections and 
to count and report election returns. The secretary shall serve as one member. 


*E valuation of Book Selection Aids—Ruth Ersted (S), Minnesota, Chair- 
man; Frances Burnside (PC), Michigan; Ruth Giles (PC), N. Y.; 
Sister Marie Inez (PY), Minnesota. 


To evaluate bibliographic tools used for the selection of books for children and 
young people in schools and public libraries and to encourage development of needed tools. 


*International Relations—Muriel Gilbert (PC), N. Y., Chairman, 1945; 
Gladys English (PC), California; Jewel Gardiner (S), California; 
Jean Gardiner Smith (PC), Minnesota. 

Consultants: Mrs. Blanche Weber Shaffer, Bertha Gunterman. 


To develop world-wide relationships of understanding and appreciation through 
books and libraries and to cooperate with other agencies in this connection. 


*Magazine Publicity—Helen O’Conor (PC), California, Chairman, 1945; 
Marion Horton (S), California, 1945. 
To secure and place for publication articles on library work with children and 
young people in public libraries and in school libraries. 


*Membership—Eleanor Kidder (PY), Washington, 1947. 

To study the membership lists from year to year and to communicate with “drop 
outs” to determine why membership in the Division was not continued, and to work 
toward securing as Division members all A. L. A. members who by their positions should 
logically be Division members. The treasurer shall serve as one member. 


*Planning for Libraries—Frances Henne (S), Illinois, 1945; Lesley New- 
ton (PC), Ohio. 
To develop needed materials on library standards and services for school libraries 
and for work with children and young people in public libraries. 


*Professional Training and Recruiting—No appointment. 

To study the needs and trends in library services to boys and girls in public libraries 
and to cooperate with other agencies in the promotion of improved programs in these 
fields. 
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i *Radio Broadcasts and Recordings—Harriet Leaf (PC), Ohio, Chairman, 
1943; Marie Cimino (PC), N. Y.; Dilla MacBean (S), Illinois; 
Frances Trotter (PC), Canada, 1945; Julia Sauer (PC), New York, 
1945; Jasmine Britton (S), California, 1947. 

To evaluate radio programs for children and their importance to libraries, to 
promote improved radio programs, and to develop transcriptions and recordings for 
continued use. 


*Top of the News—Nancy Hoyle (S), Virginia, Chairman, 1945; Gladys 
Burrows (PY), Washington, 1946. 


To secure material, edit it, and arrange for the distribution of the publication to 
the members of the Division. 


*Standing Committees. 


It was pointed out that Miss Batchelder, who has attended a number 
of related conferences, has reported on these meetings to Division board 
members through her monthly reports. 

The president then reported that the Council of National Library 
Associations, of which the Division is a member, has just published a 
summary of the activities of member associations. 

It was recommended by the group that a contributing membership 
to A. L. A. be taken by the Division. 

The budget request, as presented by the past treasurer and supple- 
mented by the president, was discussed in detail and recommended for 
adoption. 

At the request of the Division officers, the board suggested several 
matters that should be brought up at the meetings scheduled for that 
evening with the A. L. A. Executive Board and officers of other divisions. 
In addition to general problems of relationship between the Division and 
A. L. A. Executive Board and Headquarters Office and with other divisions, 
the need for exploring the relationship between the Division Public 
Libraries Section and the proposed Public Library Division was mentioned. 
Problems of both clearing rapidly and promoting membership in the 
Division and A. L. A. were stressed as worth discussion. 


Recordings by Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 


A wire, dated December 15, from Harriet W. Leaf, Chairman of the 
Radio Broadcasting and Recordings Committee, reports: “Gudrun Thorne- 
Thomsen has made five master records for Division: Gudbrand-On-the- 
Hillside, Sleeping Beauty, Baldur, Tales from the Volsunga Saga (2 
records). All recordings exceptionally fine. Sales outlets cannot be 
announced at this date. Cash gifts toward artist’s fee may be sent to 
Division treasurer.” 


Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


Harriet Leaf, Chairman 


Once again the time has come to consider nominations for the New- 
bery and Caldecott awards. Every member of the Division has a share 
in this initial voting. The tabulation of these votes is sent to the Award 
Committee members for their consideration. Fill out the postal card 
which is enclosed with the “Top of the News,” put on a one-cent stamp, 
and drop it in the mail. 
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To refresh your memory, the terms of the Newbery and Caldecott 
awards are stated herewith: 


“The medal is to be awarded annually to the author of the most distinguished 
contribution to American literature for children, written during the year just elapsed 
by an author who is a citizen or resident of the United States. There are no limitations 
as to the character of the book except that it be original work, or if traditional in 
origin, new to children’s literature and the result of individual research, the retelling 
and reinterpretation being the writer’s own. The unanimous vote of the Newbery 
Committee is necessary if the work of a previous recipient of the medal is to be con- 
sidered. 

“The Caldecott Medal is awarded for the most distinguished American picture book 
for children chosen from those first published in the United States during the previous 
year. The artist must be a citizen or a resident. 

“A picture book within the purpose of this award should be the creation of the 
artist, the product of his initiative and imagination. The text of the volume need not 
be written by the artist, but must be worthy of the book. It is possible to award the 
Caldecott Medal to artists who work together; e.g., the d’Aulaires, the Haders, the 
Petershams. The unanimous vote of the Award Committee is necessary if the work of 
a previous recipient of the medal is to be considered. 

“The publication date for the awards must be 1944.” 


Newbery-Caldecott Awards Committee—Chairman: Harriet Leaf. 
Officers of the Children’s Library Association—Chairman: Frances Clarke 

Sayers. Past Chairman: Harriet Long. Vice-Chairman: Harriet Leaf. Secre 
tary: Claire Nolte. Treasurer: Alice E. Brown. 

Book Evaluation Committee—Chairman: Julia Sauer; Ruth L. Adams, Agnes Currie 
Cook, Gladys English, Helen E. Kinsey. 

Book Production Committee—Chairman: Helen Dean Fish. 

Professional Training Committee—Chairman: Irene Smith. 

Members-at-Large—Mrs. Grace E. Cartmell, Adeline T. Dock, Ethel Connett Wright. 

Membership Committee—Chairman: Irene Branham. 

Publicity Committee—Chairman: Evelyn Sickels. 

School Library Section—Chairman: C. Irene Hayner, Amanda Browning, Agnes Krarap, 

Fannie Schmitt, Grace Winston. 

































American Association of School Librarians 
C. Irene Hayner, Chairman 


No doubt there are many school librarians who are members of the 
A. L. A., but who have neglected to fill in the “divisional allotment” of the 
membership blank when sending in dues. To those who have not already 
sent in 1945 A. L. A. dues, we wish to stress the importance of supporting 
your national organization. We urge you to show your interest in the 
growth of your profession by joining or rejoining the organization imme 
diately. Then, to both new and old members, may we remind you to be 
sure to fill in the “divisional allotment” part of the membership blank 
which reads: I wish to become a member of the DIVISION OF LIBRARIES Fit 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE Division and its SCHOOL LIBRARIES section 
Do it now! We need your support! You need A. L. A.! 
















Recruiting for School Librarianship 


School librarians have a unique opportunity to recruit young people 
for librarianship, especially in the high school. Members of high schod 
library clubs or staffs receive practical experience in library work. Ofte 
suggestions and encouragement given by the librarian at the time whe 
pupils are attempting to decide upon a profession will mean another schol 
librarian in the making. Few other professions can give such satisfactory 
training experience as an introduction to a vocation. We are asking schod 
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librarians to take advantage of guidance programs, to inform counselors of 
the advantages of library work, to train student speakers for vocational 
conferences, to collect material on library work as a profession, to present 
assembly programs which will incite interest in library work, and to be 
ever alert to recruit for school librarianship. 


New Committee Appointments 


Planning Library Quarters and Equipment—Chairman: Sue Hefley, Baton Rouge, La. 

Professional Training—Chairman: Helen Butler, Scranton, Pa. 

“Booklist” Committee (to prepare young people’s reading list)—-Chairman: Margaret 
Girdner, San Francisco, Cal. 

Statistics—Chairman lacking. 

oe on a for School Librarianship—Chairman: Lucile D. Viehe, Terre 

aute, Ind. 

Reading for Background—Chairman: Margaret Rufsvold, Bloomington, Ind. 

Newsletter to English School Librarians—Marion Horton, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Nominating—Chairman: Sarah Jones, Atlanta, Ga. 

Membership—Chairman: Elizabeth Thomas, Raleigh, N. C. 

Audio-Visual Aids—Chairman: Margaret M. Ross, Wilmington, Del. 

Adult Education—Chairman lacking. 

Magazine Evaluation—Chairman: Laura Martin, Lexington, Ky. 

Top of the News Reporter—Julia M. DeYoung, Lansing, Mich. 


Other News 


As a result of a table discussion during the recent meeting of the 
A. L. A. Council, the American Association of School Librarians is starting 
a Newsletter with the two associations of school librarians in England. 
Marion Horton, of Los Angeles, has consented to explore its possibilities. 


It is hoped that there may be an exchange once or twice a year to carry 
news of events of significance to school libraries as well as notes on new 
books of interest to librarians in the other country. 

Have all of you had the exhibit of books published for children in 
England during the war and available through the Books Across the Sea 
Association? The exhibit consists of about twenty books and eight posters, 
and provides good material for assembly programs or library club study 
dealing with international friendship. 

Did you all see the poem in the Wilson Bulletin reprinted from PM 
“A Librarian in Southern Ohio Said to Me”? 


Teacher-Librarian Institute 


The first Teacher-Librarian Institute in Michigan was held at Walden- 
woods on September 22-24 sponsored by the Subcommittee on Teacher- 
Librarian Training of the Michigan Library Association. Jeanette John- 
son, high school librarian, Three Rivers, was in charge. Ninety-one per- 
sons attended, the majority of whom were teacher-librarians. The institute 
was a great success and is to be an annual event. Held in this informal 
setting, the week-end was one of relaxation as well as inspiration. 

Alice Paine, high school librarian, Grand Island, Nebraska, reports a 
similar institute held during the Nebraska Education Association fall meet- 
ing, and sponsored by the Library Section of that organization. Principals 
interested in organizing school libraries attended as well as teachers newly 
appointed to teacher-librarian positions. 

It is hoped that similar training programs will be carried on in many 
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states either in connection with state library association conventions, state 
education association conventions, or as separate institutes sponsored by 
library sections of these organizations. 

NoTE: School librarians have requested that articles of special in- | 
terest to school librarians which will be of value in their work, be called 
to their attention, inasmuch as many do not have access to the Library 
Journal and Library Literature. When space permits, this will be done. 
We will welcome notice of articles which have appeared in publications in 
your locality as well as news of work you are doing in your library. Kindly 
send to: Julia M. De Young, Director of School Libraries, Lansing Public 
Library, Lansing 15, Michigan. Material for the March issue should reach 
Miss De Young by February 1; for the May issue, by April 1. 


Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association 
Frances Clarke Sayers, N. Y. Public Library, Chairman 


Announcement of the officers and committee chairmen of this group Jp) 
was made in the October issue of Top of the News. 

News items of interest to children’s librarians for publication in Top 
of the News should be sent to Evelyn Ray Sickels, Supervisor of Work 
with Children, Public Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. Material for the} 
—— oo’ should reach Miss Sickels by February 1 and for the May issue 
by April 1. 


Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Frances Grim, Cleveland, Ohio, Chairman 


The Young People’s Reading Round Table has increased its member- 
ship more than 100% during the past year, it was reported at the October 
meeting of the Division board of directors. 

The election of officers of this group took place so recently that a 
complete report of committee appointments is not yet available. The Book 
Selection Committee, however, has been appointed and is responsible for 
the list, “Books for Young People, 1944”, in the October 15 issue of the 
Booklist. This Committee will prepare a similar list for publication in the 
April Booklist. Members of the Committee are Margaret Ward, Denver 
Public Library, Chairman; B. Winifred Jackson, Brooklyn, N. Y., Public §¢ 
Library; Helen L. Smith, Los Angeles, Cal., Public Library; and Janet 
R. T. Stevens, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md. 

From Sarah Allen Beard, recently appointed Director of Work with 
Young People in Kansas City, Mo., Public Library, comes an attractive 
four-page leaflet, gayly printed in red and black, announcing the opening 
during Book Week of the Library’s Young People’s Corner, a collection]. 
of 1200 books for “teen-agers” in a room adjoining the Browsing Room. 
Reference service to young people, according to the announcement, will 
continue to be given in the reference department. The leaflet includes 
also a brief annotated list of new books suggested as gifts for young people. Tt 


NANCY HOYLE, Editor 


STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
RICHMOND 16, VIRGINIA 


Pay Your 1945 A. L. A. Dues Now! 
See Enclosed Circular for Directions 





